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Southeast Region Morels

From: Dan From: Jillan Wester
Subject: Questionnaire Subject: Questionnaire

Response:
Region: Southeast
State: Tennessee

Response:
Region: Southeast
State: Tennessee

From: Meredith Cordoza
Subject: Questionnaire
Response:

Region: Southeast
State: Arkansas

From: ot

Subject: Questionnaire

Response:
Region: Southeast

State: Virginia

County: Dickson County: Sevier

County: Benton County,

County: washington

From: Craig Steinburg
Subject: Questionnaire

From: Christy Seiber
Subject: Questionnaire
Response:
Region: Southeast
State: Tennessee

State Geographic Location: northeast side of the
mountain
County: Marion,sesaquatchie.

State Geographic Location: East
County: Campbell

From:fan Blaylock
Subject: Questionnaire
Response:
Region: Southeast
tate: Georgia

State Geographic Location: Piedmont

From: Beth Mulin
Subject: Questionnaire
Response:

Region: Southeast
State: Tennessee

State Geographic Location: East Tennessee - Atop Copper
Ridge

County: Anderson

From: Gage Caudil
Subject: Questionnaire

Response:
Region: Southeast
State: Kentucky

State Geographic Location: Eastern

Woods: Ridges and Hollows (locally called holers ) creek  Woods: to the iver. Woods: Deep soils,side sl brush, Woods: Woods: Woods
bottoms. average undergrowth...a ot of may apple. we've been hunting morels there since | was able to walk. banks near wet land i ly trivet i, late the irst thing | determine s i they are starting high
Weve always found them on a wooded hiside near a called o low. Most are found on steep gradients often with a
large cave where lots of sycamore trees grow. This vear | pop Line Creek, which stream or creek at the bottom.
went exploring above the cave and found a new patch of bottoms,facing N my house. Regardless,
morels in a grove of cedars. | was very excited to discover ‘woodland adjacent to these tributaries and | generally
anew patch in an area we've hunted for over 20 years. have good Iuc
¥ expecting a child and 1 cannot wat to pass down the.
tradition!
Vegetation: Vegetation Vegetation oaks Vegetation: Wild grape vines, tuilp popular Vegetation: Tullp Poplar Vegetation away
sycamore trees the lastthree years while hunting the  are laying, P of the state, soif |
white mushrooms. Cant say that every sycamore tree has undergrowth can find a Tullp Poplar p lly although Iso ltend to
shrooms under t...but can say the best white shrooms we. near a creek or a pond, I start to keep my eyes tothe  relatively few. find many in and around briar patches. Often buried
found were around sycamore trees.In years past we ground. Admittedly, keep my eyes to the ground under sycamore leaves it never hurts to turn over a leaf or
found the whites around poplar trees but that correlation anyway, Morels are but one of many varieties of two with a stick. Also places ater a forest fre can turn
hasn't been as strong lately. Our total aumber of the mushrooms that | hunt..around here you tend to find fewup.
earlie black mushrooms has been down. But the best Lycoperdon, Pleurotus, and Hericium fairly often as well
locations we have found forthe black shrooms have been Guring those months (though Herlcium season i usually
around persimmon trees.... Have found them both on top dying down).
of rdges and in the hollers.
Weather Weather Weather Ater g 105 6580 Weather o iivs Weather ssues: e personally hunted in poring ra,
yearsina them in mid April at least this year | did From about April l that but when going out miles into the wilderness no weather
fow...ate March it would be about ight...ir and soil 721 this year. They do best when It rains some and then daylight hours things are going to be halfway decent for morel hunting should be a problem except in maybe an area | hunt
temps would be ising and then we would get a hard cold the sun comes out during the day after, and when the Around here it's rare that the dewpoints drop too low due where a flash flood could leave you stranded for the
5nap....we belleve this is why our total number of black temperature is between 70 and 80, The biggest challenge to our relative proximity to the Gulfof Mexico, 5o from a night. This is due to multiple creek crossings where the
shrooms has been down, is watching out or snakes! humidity standpoint | don'treally worry too much: f t's creekitslf i a road only accessable to off road vehicles
been warm enough for short sleeves i's hurid enogh as
well
Fknow a handul of Comp pop! butthe  Competition Competition Idon'tke " Competiton: my ares, most
to complete with...but not terribe. know through the Mushroom Club of Georgia tend to e in our area. Since of
2510 10t give away their secrets. b ry, all within ur horme, th B butthat.
ficher anyway. Excursions to the more mountainous  compeition! getting a seasoned hunter to give up the location of a
North Geargia Appalachians ae fairy common. honey hole, which presents 2 problem as most won't.
Competition i pretty fierce when certain spots are known
by multiple people meaning checking every day “around
that time of the year” to catch the firt ones and beat
Your neighbors to them.
a5 Tumaround  Sugge ‘tknow Just walk a lot! Suggestion: Watch fowdays  Sugs amorel e give up, have fun, 3
find them. "blind"is practcally while underbrush crawing prior though, but hanestly I'm in the woods often enough. visit us in Aprill always use a mesh bag, pinch then offinstead o pulling
bl hich s should be there. Change your p hunting! that | don't really care that much f | don't find anything, them up, don't tell people about the spot you do find,
fare in our area. ‘our eyes right” you areas Stomping around in woodslands s  reward unta itself. stay hydrated, watch for snakes, bring snacks, and i you
an find thern....check every sycamore tree in the. plan on sellng them, save some for yourselfl
oller....and get down on your knees and ook across the.
top of the forest loor..verses looking straight down on
it..slow down and be patient....and April..a day or so
after a warm rain s prime time in our area....go slow and
take your time.
Date Range: Start mid March....End early May. Date Rane: Date Range: Allthrough Date Range: March thru may Date Range: Early to mid Aprl ate Range: End of March to through first week in May  Date Range: End of March to end of May.
season was pretty much over.
Techniques: As mentioned above....last three years we Techniques: | hunt the trees and hilsides where there's  Techniques: | find them at work. 7 Techniques: what  r'm located ab 'd Techniques: Basically our ‘hunting" years of
have been on a sycamore tree pattern forthe whites and little ground cover and lots of moisture n the ground. I've. No particular environment.  prabably 60 or 70 miles north of the falline, below which 1 oneither
persimmon tree pattern on the eariier never found any in sunny areas, they love shade. t's best morels are extremely scarce, f present at sl Even here,  edge of our “look"  hilide
blacks....occasionally we will look around poplar trees as tolook after i been about 60° at ight and rainy and s 2w or valley can In the words
well...we have one cedar thicket we will also find them then about 75" and sunny the next day. found a grand total of tree. 3. We find of my papaw, “that's a real pretty spot to see 2 big
in when everything s just righ....but we find them on top them there.”
of ridges and in the holles so1d say we hunt trees more:
50 than the land....but the trees we hunt do like certain
types of land....so | guess it all goes hand in hand...kind
of amystery | guess
. We find morels every year on either ecge of our gravel
drive which i lined with white pines. & We find then in
the grass around the base of an old apple tree. 5. We.
have occasionally found them under a lac bush, n our
herb garden, a well as out in our mowed lawn.
Challenges: Mosty private property in our area...not Challenges: There's ots of of them Lots Challenges: Elevation about 1100 ft or more. One patch s Suggestion: In order to find suitable woodlands, | use: Challenges: The terrain is very rugsed. We compare.

allotof public ground...and n our area we have a narrow
really the month of April i your best

it can happen before that in late March...and

after that in early May....but Aprilyou better be walking

and spending time in the woods around these parts or

Your gonna miss i,

Additional C
effort to collect information from athers to educate and
help us 3l Thanks & God Bless! Dan in Charlotte TN
(Dickson County)

are private property and again be on the lookout for
snakes!

‘Additional Comments: Happy hunting!i!

lowin the valley. Valle s earler than normal.

‘Google Maps satelite imagery to dentifylikely locations
for good mushroom hunting. As long as there aren't No
Trespassing sigas, | figure iU’ not off imits. So far that
hasn't gotten me into trouble. That said, | rally only hunt
two particulr areas that | know ta be private property:
one s a church who allows people to roamin their 30
acre wood, and another i a 50 acre plot on the county
line owned by a retired NBA star. see chidren frolicking
in those wetlands from time to time. Just make sure
You're not i a place where people don't want you and
keep a low profile..people ook at mushroom hunters.
strangely sometimes,

Date Range: Mid-march to Mid-april

As stated earler 1 look for ow lying Tullp Poplar groves.
They're easy to spot from afar due to thei distinctive leaf

hape and coloring, immense height, and extremely
straght trunks. Once | get there, | pretty much cover
myselfin DEET and keep my head to the ground while
squatting around in the brush. f | find a morel, | begin 2
visual scan of the surrounding area. Usually there are
more around.

Challenges: live in @ smaller town in the southern

grounds. Honestly the biggest challenge here is just
latitudes morelsjust aren't that common this far south,

suspicions that morel frequency diminishes rapidly 3s you
move southward.

ourselves to mountain goats because of the nclines we
hunt on. The unpredictable weather of Kentucky means.
You never know i t's gonna be a good year or bad year. |
found around 300 in 2013, and over 2000 in 2017.
Another challenge in Eastern Kentucky has been Strp
Mining by the coal companies. I've lost many honey holes
to mountain top removal and trip mining. One place my
grandfather showed me that he's hunted since he was a
Young boy was removed a few years ago and that's
always 3 hard hit, but ifyou only g0 to the same place
every year, it doesn't feel as much ke hunting, so1 can't
complain too much.

Additional C pas

i have
never gotten bushel baskets full, but have enough to.

fewyears of e, from mid
April o the end or even middle of March. Granted it

Our largest morel was about 9 inches, more frequently
they are 4-7 nches.



